



 Iowa Report 
State Funding for Iowa Libraries 
Mary Wegner 
State Librarian 
Springville Public Library—“Receiving this funding is very important to our library. 
We are a small town and struggle to make ends meet and still offer all we can. This 
money goes to the good of the community and is appreciated by our patrons one  
and all.” 
LIBRARIES ENRICH IOWA 
THREE COMPONENTS OF ENRICH IOWA  
 
 
This Enrich Iowa 
report is  
submitted In  
accordance with 
2012 Iowa Acts, 
Chapter 1132  
Section 5(4)(b) 
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This report illustrates the significant role Enrich Iowa 
funding plays in the daily lives of Iowans: 
 enhancing lifelong learning through libraries; 
 improving library resources aimed at assisting job 
seekers; 
 maintaining library hours to meet customers’ needs; 
 adding more computers and e-books; and 
 providing safe, accessible library buildings. 
Enrich Iowa comprises Direct State Aid, Open Access and Interlibrary Loan Re-
imbursement.  In FY12, $1,674,227 in state funding was distributed to Iowa li-
braries through Enrich Iowa, a reduction of $571,854 (25%) from FY11. 
 Direct State Aid helped 474 Iowa public libraries improve services, and add 
more books and computers. Direct State Aid funding has led to a 74% in-
crease in the number of accredited Iowa public libraries, from 252 in FY02 to 
346 in FY12. Direct State Aid funding in FY12 was $610,916 , down from 
$817,900 in FY11. 
 Open Access makes it possible for Iowans to go into almost any library in the 
state and borrow books. The state reimburses the loaning library a small 
amount of the expense involved. In FY12, Iowans checked out 31% more li-
brary materials through Open Access, 4,157,126, than in FY02. State funds 
supported Open Access with $802,496 in FY12, down from $1,073,232 in 
FY11. 586 Iowa libraries participated in this program in FY12. 
 If a library does not own a book a local customer needs, it can be borrowed 
from another library through the Interlibrary Loan Reimbursement (ILR) 
program. State funding helps offset the costs involved. Iowans borrowed  
189,331 items through ILR  in FY02 compared to 309,512 in FY12, a 64% in-
crease.  ILR was funded at $260,815 in FY12, down from $354,941 in FY11. 
581 Iowa libraries participated in the program in FY12. 
RESOURCE SHARING AMONG IOWA LIBRARIES 
PUTS MORE LIBRARY MATERIALS IN THE 
HANDS OF MORE IOWANS. 
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Last year, Iowans checked out more than 12,400 items every day 
through Open Access and Interlibrary Loan Reimbursement pro-
grams.  
Local libraries absorb more than 75% of the costs of the Open Access 
and  Interlibrary Loan Reimbursement programs. Some libraries are 
concerned about whether they can continue to participate in these 
programs because the state reimbursement level is so low. 
ENRICH IOWA MAKES A 
DIFFERENCE IN  
IOWANS’ LIVES 
 Alexander Public Library - 
     “Direct State Aid went to-
ward purchasing printed ma-
terials for our patrons. With-
out this funding we would not 
be able to do our Summer 
Reading Programs, story 
hour, or add new books or 
DVDs to our collection.” 
 
 Stanhope Public Library - 
     “The support and funding 
we receive from this great 
state of Iowa is necessary if 
we wish to continue to culti-
vate life-long learning and 
continue to enhance the quali-
ty of life for our entire com-
munity.” 
 
 Bonaparte Public Library - 
     “We’ve had three people 
who have completed their 
online classes so they were 
able to obtain their high 
school diplomas. We’ve had 
several more who are taking 
online college classes, use our 
computer to file federal 
forms, and to apply for col-
lege. These funds were used in 
numerous ways to help our 
customers.” 
  
Hawkeye Public Library - 
     “Without this funding, we  
wouldn’t be able to keep up 
our computer support or our 
on-line card catalog. We have 
many families who don’t have 
their own computers and rely 


































































Established in 1989, Open Access allows Iowa library customers from a participating 
library to check out library materials at all other participating libraries in the state.
The number of items checked out has increased 31% from FY02 to FY12.  




















































Interlibrary Loan Reimbursement provides Iowa citizens with equal access to library 
materials through resource sharing among libraries. Libraries borrow materials
from participating libraries to fulfill requests of their customers. 
The number of items borrowed has increased 64% from FY02 to FY12. 
Interlibrary Loan Reimbursement funding in FY12 was $260,815, down from $354,941 
in FY11.
HOW FUNDS ARE USED 
Iowa public libraries re-
port using Direct State 
Aid funds to support the 
services library users 
want most: new books 
and other library materi-
als, including e-books 
(42%);  up-to-date tech-
nology (28%); and staff-
ing to help library users 
meet their needs (14%) 
(see pg. 7). Public librar-
ies help get Iowans back 
to work and support Io-
wans’ educational needs. 
DIRECT STATE AID 
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State aid significantly improves library services for Iowans, and there is no ques-
tion Iowans use their public libraries. More than two-thirds of all Iowans have 
active public library cards, an increase of 17.4% in the past 10 years. Library 
checkouts have gone up 10.2% since FY02. And library visits jumped 32.9% be-
tween FY02 and FY12. Last year, on average, there were 54,000 visits to Iowa 
public libraries every day. 
The funding formula for Direct State Aid is composed of three tiers of public  
library standards developed by the Iowa library community and Iowa Library 
Services/State Library. Funding levels increase with greater compliance with 
standards, so the tiers provide incentives for improvements in library service. 
Of Iowa’s 544 public libraries, 350 received Tier 3 funding (highest level), 93 
received Tier 2 funding, 31 received Tier 1 funding, and 71 were not eligible in 
FY12. 
  
SIOUX CENTER PUBLIC LIBRARY— “Technology is at the forefront right 
now and we want to make sure we are too! Thank you for helping us  
accomplish this.” 
BELLEVUE PUBLIC  
LIBRARY—“We used these 
funds for a new computer. 
Direct State Aid is vital to 
our lives as it enables us to 
purchase computers or 
library materials that we 
would not ordinarily be 
able to afford. It has a di-
rect and positive impact on 
our patrons.” 
BAGLEY PUBLIC LIBRARY—“In a town of this size with a limited tax 
base, this funding is vital to keeping the library open. It is the only place 
for people to congregate, use a computer, borrow a DVD, get information, 












Utilization of Direct State Aid ($610,916)
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Charter Oak  $  251.56  Library Programs  Direct State Aid paid for our Summer Reading Program, 
National Library Week, and an open house which we’d 
never had before.     
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Farmersburg  $  706.29  Personnel  This money was used to help pay salaries. 
Farmington  NE     
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Hiawatha  $ 1,939.08  Personnel  We use our Direct State Aid toward paying for library 
hours on Sundays during the school year. 
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Massena  $  509.66  Personnel  It is certainly nice after over nine years for the library 
director to receive a little funding to help with the over‐
priced health insurance that is necessary. 








































Melvin  NE     
Menlo  $  747.58  Personnel  The Direct State Aid we received was used to supplement 
the budget so that we can have an assistant eight hours a 
week. 
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Woodbine  $  580.37  Library Programs  Direct State Aid helped pay for our Summer Library 
Program. We were able to offer nicer prizes which 
appealed to the teens and older kids.  We doubled the 
number who came to our program. 
Woodward  $  820.62  Library Materials 
and Supplies 
We chose to use the Direct State Aid on additional library 
books that we would otherwise not be able to offer the 
public.             
Wyoming  $  542.76  Library Materials 
and Supplies 
These funds were used to increase the library's large print 
collection.             
Zearing  $  856.80  Personnel; 
Technology and 
Equipment; 
Capital 
Improvements; 
Other 
Our Direct State Aid “Black Friday” purchases included a  
Kindle, Nook, and a Sony Reader. We use these as 
demonstration devices as we get further into our WILBOR 
e‐book consortium. We also worked on the library’s 
entrance.  We paid for an internship for a Colo‐NESCO 
senior. The intern worked as support staff creating 
Summer Reading Program activities.  
 
